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Chapter 18 « .…. ; … » 

Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard all that God had 
done for Moses and for Israel His people, how the Lord had brought 
Israel out from 

Egypt. So Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after 
she had been sent home, and her two sons — of whom one was named 


that is to say, “I have been a stranger in a foreign land"; and the other 
was named Eliezer, meaning, "The God of my father was my help, and 
He delivered 

me from the sword of Pharaoh." Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought 
Moses’ sons and wife to him in the wilderness, where he was 
encamped at the 

mountain of God. He sent word to Moses, “|, your father-in-law Jethro, 
am coming to you, with your wife and her two sons." 

ann ot aan 

Moses went out to meet his 

father-in-law; he bowed low and kissed him; each asked after the 
other's welfare, and they went into the tent. Moses then recounted to 
his father-in-law 

everything that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for 
Israel's sake, all the hardships that had befallen them on the way, and 
how the Lord 

had delivered them. And Jethro rejoiced over all the kindness that the 
Lord had shown Israel when He delivered them from the Egyptians. 
"Blessed be the 

Lord," Jethro said, "who delivered you from the Egyptians and from 
Pharaoh, and who delivered the people from under the hand of the 
Egyptians. Now | 

know that the Lord is greater than all gods, yes, by the result of their 
very schemes against [the people]." And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 
brought a burnt 

offering and sacrifices for God; and Aaron came with all the elders of 
Israel to partake of the meal before God with Moses’ father-in-law. « 
Den pas 

Next day, Moses 

sat as magistrate among the people, while the people stood about 
Moses from morning until evening. But when Moses’ father-in-law saw 
how much he had 

to do for the people, he said, "What is this thing that you are doing to 


the people? Why do you act alone, while all the people stand about you 
from morning 

until evening?" Moses replied to his father-in-law, "It is because the 
people come to me to inquire of God. When they have a dispute, it 
comes before me, 

and I decide between one person and another, and | make known the 
laws and teachings of God." But Moses’ father-in-law said to him, "The 
thing you are 

doing is not right; you will surely wear yourself out, and these people 
as well. For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. Now 
listen to me. | 

will give you counsel, and God be with you! You represent the people 
before God: you bring the disputes before God, and enjoin upon them 
the laws and 

the teachings, and make known to them the way they are to go and 
the practices they are to follow. « .…., ; … » 

You shall also seek out from among all the people 

capable men who fear God, trustworthy men who spurnill-gotten gain. 
Set these over them as chiefs of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, 
and let them 

judge the people at all times. Have them bring every major dispute to 
you, but let them decide every minor dispute themselves. Make it 
easier for yourself by 

letting them share the burden with you. If you do this — and God so 
commands you — you will be able to bear up; and all these people too 
will go home 

unwearied." «sr. » 

Moses heeded his father-in-law and did just as he had said. Moses 
chose capable men out of all Israel, and appointed them heads over 
the 

people — chiefs of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens; and they 
judged the people at all times: the difficult matters they would bring to 
Moses, and all the 

minor matters they would decide themselves. Then Moses bade his 
father-in-law farewell, and he went his way to his own land. « 5. » 


Chapter 19« …. ; … » 


On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone forth from the land 
of Egypt, on that very day, they entered the wilderness of Sinai. Having 
journeyed 

from Rephidim, they entered the wilderness of Sinai and encamped in 
the wilderness. Israel encamped there in front of the mountain, and 
Moses went up to 

God. The Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus shall you 
say to the house of Jacob and declare to the children of Israel: ‘You 


have seen what 

l did to the Egyptians, how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought 
you to Me. Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and keep My 
covenant, you shall 

be My treasured possession among all the peoples. Indeed, all the 
earth is Mine, but you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation." These are 

the words that you shall speak to the children of Israel." « …, ;. >» 
Moses came and summoned the elders of the people > put before 
them all that the Lord had 

commanded him. All the people answered as one, saying, "AI that the 
Lord has spoken we will do!" 

. And the Lord said to Moses, "I will come to you in a 
thick cloud, in order that the people may hear when I speak with you 
and so trust you ever after." 

Then Moses reported the people's words to the Lord, and the Lord said 
to Moses, "Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and 
tomorrow. Let 

them wash their clothes. Let them be ready for the third day; for on 
the third day the Lord will come down, in the sight of all the people, on 
Mount Sinai. «5. » 


You shall set bounds for the people round about, saying, ‘'Beware of 
going up the mountain or touching the border of it. Whoever touches 
the mountain shall 

be put to death: no hand shall touch him, but he shall be either stoned 
or shot; beast or man, he shall not live." When the ram's horn sounds a 
long blast, they 

may go up on the mountain." Moses came down from the mountain to 
the people and warned the people to stay pure, and they washed their 
clothes. «5... 

And 

he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day: do not go near a 
woman." On the third day, as morning dawned, there was thunder, and 
lightning, and a 

dense cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud blast of the horn; and 
all the people who were in the camp trembled. Moses led the people 
out of the camp 

toward God, and they took their places at the foot of the mountain. 
Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for the Lord had come down upon it 
in fire; the 

smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled 
violentiy. « ... 5. >» 

The blare of the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses spoke, God 
answered him in thunder. The Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on 
the top of the mountain, and the Lord called Moses to the top of the 


mountain and 

Moses went up. The Lord said to Moses, "Go down, warn the people not 
to break through to the Lord to gaze, lest many of them perish. The 
priests also, 

who come near the Lord, must stay pure, lest the Lord break out 
against them." But Moses said to the Lord, "The people cannot come 
up to Mount Sinai, for 

You warned us saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and sanctify 
it." So the Lord said to him, "Go down, and come back together with 
Aaron; but let not 

the priests or the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest He 
break out against them." And Moses went down to the people and 
spoke to them. « 5. » 


Chapter 20« …. ; … » 


God spoke all these words, saying: | the Lord am your God who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage: « .. 7 …. 

» 

You shall have no other gods 

besides Me. You shall not make for yourself a sculptured image, or any 
likeness of what is in the heavens above, or on the earth below, orin 
the waters 

under the earth. « 5. » 

You shall not bow down to them or serve them. For | the Lord your God 
am an impassioned God, visiting the guilt of the parents upon the 
children, upon the third and upon the fourth generations of those who 
reject Me, but showing kindness to the thousandth generation of those 
who love Me 

and keep My commandments. « ., 5... » 

You shall not swear falsely by the name of the Lord your God; for the 
Lord will not clear one who swears falsely by His 

name. Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. « .…., ; … » 

Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh dayis a 
sabbath of the Lord your God: 

you shall not do any work — you, your son or daughter, your male or 
female slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is within your 
settlements. For in six 

days the Lord made heaven and earth and sea, and all that is in them, 
and He rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and 


hallowed it. « 5. » 
Honor your father and your mother, that you may long endure on the 
land that the Lord your God is assigning to you. « … 7 … » 


You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. « 5... » 


You shall not steal. « 5. » 


You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. « … ; … » 
You shall not covet your neighbor's house: « 5. » 

you 

shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male or female slave, or his 
ox or his ass, or anything that is your neighbor's. « …. ; …. » 


Cas loss 

All the people witnessed the 

thunder and lightning, the blare of the horn and the mountain 
smoking; and when the people saw it, they fell back and stood at a 
distance. "You speak to us," 

they said to Moses, "and we will obey; « .…., 5. » 

but let not God speak to us, lest we die." Moses answered the people, 
"Be not afraid; for God has come only in order 

to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may be ever with you, so 
that you do not go astray." So the people remained at a distance, while 
Moses 

approached the thick cloud where God was. « 5. » 

The Lord said to Moses: Thus shall you say to the Israelites: You 
yourselves saw that | spoke to you from the 

very heavens: With Me, therefore, you shall not make any gods of 
silver, nor shall you make for yourselves any gods of gold. Make for Me 
an altar of earth 

and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your sacrifices of well- 
being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where | cause My 
name to be mentioned | 

will come to you and bless you. And if you make for Me an altar of 
stones, do not build it of hewn stones; for by wielding your tool upon 
them you have 

profaned them. Do not ascend My altar by steps, that your nakedness 
may not be exposed upon it. « .., 5; » 
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Haftarah for Yitro - Isaiah 6:1-7:6, 9:5-6« .… : … >» 
Chapter 6« …. ; … » 


In the year that King Uzziah died, | beheld my Lord seated on a high 
and lofty throne; and the skirts of His robe filled the Temple. Seraphs 
stood in 

attendance on Him. Each of them had six wings: with two he covered 
his face, with two he covered his legs, and with two he would fly. And 
one would call 

to the other, "Holy, holy, holy! The Lord of Hosts! His presence fills all 
the earth!" The doorposts would shake at the sound of the one who 
called, and the 


House kept filling with smoke. I cried, "Woe is me; |! am lost! For | am a 
man of unclean lips And I live among a people Of unclean lips; Yet my 
own eyes 

have beheld The King Lord of Hosts." Then one of the seraphs flew 
over to me with a live coal, which he had taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs. He 

touched it to my lips and declared, "Now that this has touched your 
lips, Your guilt shall depart And your sin be purged away." Then I heard 
the voice of 

my Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?" And I said, 
"Here am |; send me." And He said, "Go, say to that people: 'Hear, 
indeed, but do 

not understand; See, indeed, but do not grasp.' Dull that people's 
mind, Stop its ears, And seal its eyes — Lest, seeing with its eyes And 
hearing with its 

ears, It also grasp with its mind, And repent and save itself." | asked, 
"How long, my Lord?" And He replied: "Till towns lie waste without 
inhabitants And 

houses without people, And the ground lies waste and desolate — For 
the Lord will banish the population — And deserted sites are many In 
the midst of 

the land. "But while a tenth part yet remains in it, it shall repent. It 
shall be ravaged like the terebinth and the oak, of which stumps are 
left even when they 

are felled: its stump shall be a holy seed." « ., 5. » 


Chapter 7« … ; …. » 


In the reign of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, King 
Rezin of Aram and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel marched upon 
Jerusalem to 

attack it; but they were not able to attack it. Now, when it was 
reported to the House of David that Aram had allied itself with 
Ephraim, their hearts and the 

hearts of their people trembled as trees of the forest sway before a 
wind. But the Lord said to Isaiah, "Go out with your son Shear-jashub to 
meet Ahaz atthe 

end of the conduit of the Upper Pool, by the road of the Fuller's Field. 
And say to him: Be firm and be calm. Do not be afraid and do not lose 
heart on 

account of those two smoking stubs of firebrands, on account of the 
raging of Rezin and his Arameans and the son of Remaliah. Because 
the Arameans — 

with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah — have plotted against you, 
saying, ‘We will march against Judah and invade and conquer it, and 


we will set up as 
king in it the son of Tabeel,'« …., 5. » 


Chapter 9« … ; … » 


